DISINTEGRATION OF THE EMPIRE
the next crisis Southern Ireland will range herself
among the enemies of Great Britain so far as
she dares. Some sort of neutrality is the utmost
that can be hoped for.
XV.   THE DECAY OF BRITISH INFLUENCE
i. CHINA
BRITISH influence in China was based on the
preponderance of British trade, and on a number
of "concessions" in "Treaty Ports" wrung from
China by various wars in the course of the nine-
teenth century. In these Concessions the foreigners
possessed all the rights of extraterritoriality,
were free from the exactions of Chinese official-
dom, and ruled the Chinese who took up their
residence in them. The greatest of these settle-
ments was Shanghai, the great port of the
Yangtsekiang valley, a growing manufacturing
city, and the financial centre of China. Its British
Concession (there were also French, American
and Japanese Concessions and a Chinese city)
was ruled by a municipality which had a small
majority of British representatives, and was
policed by Indian Sikhs under British officers.
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